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Worldwide Revolution in Schooling

Years of schooling

Barro Lee

But:

• 264 million out of 
school

• 262 million in 
school but can’t 
read

• 1 in 4 Young People 
can’t Read
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coef = 1.5173463, (robust) se = .1188602, t = 12.77

Education and Economic Development

Economic Growth Returns



Countries Covered by PISA/TIMSS/PIRLS



Countries Covered by HLO

Countries Covered in our HLO: 164 countries/territories, 98.6% of world population (2000-2017)



Harmonized Test Scores

Harmonized Test Scores, for girls and boys, worldwide)



Countries Punching Above/Below Their (GDP) Weight
HLO scores vs. GDP per Capita, 2000-2017, All Subjects and Levels



Distance to the Learning Frontier for Big Economies
HLO scores vs. GDP per Capita, 2000-2017, All Subjects and Levels



Implications
Make Learning the central focus of 
the national education policy 
reforms



Implications
Regularly measure and analyze 
learning outcomes



Implications
Ensure all stakeholders are 
supported and are accountable for 
student learning



Implications
Ensure strategic reforms informed 
by learning data
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